
EUCHARIST 
INTENTIONS

Among the intentions for
those who gather for the 

Eucharist this week will be:

MONDAY,   OCTOBER 16, 2006  
7:00AM   BERNADETTE SILLERY - John Genesky
9:15AM   GINO BUSCEMI – 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Eygabroad

TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 17, 2006  
7:00AM    MICHAEL BEDNAR – Sue Jackson
9:15AM   DONALD BROWN – Family

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2006
9:15AM    JOSEPHINE BLANDINO – Evelyn Parisi

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2006
7:00AM    ELIZABETH & EDGAR FESS – Family
9:15AM    ANN RICHARDS – 

Lee Bartle & Jean Magrin

FRIDAY,   OCTOBER 20, 2006  
9:15AM    ROBERT MUIR – Ben & Lisa Trumble

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 21, 2006
5:00PM    SARALEE SKELLY – Brother, Frank 
 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 22, 2006
  7:30AM JAMES PEZZINO – 

Doreen & Donald DeManno
  9:00AM STANLEY POSLUSNY - Wife & Children
10:30AM    NICK & MILDRED BOFFA and LAURA  
                LIEPPIE - Catherine Tantalo & Sara Attoma

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *    V *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
This week the Tabernacle Light will burn in

loving memory of Dominic Capezzuto

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday.  Our Holy
Father Pope Benedict XVI, calls every Catholic  to
celebrate  at  the  Eucharist,  our  vocation  to  be
missionary and to help the Missions.  As Catholics
around the world – here at home and in the Missions
– around the Eucharistic table of the Lord, let us
PRAY for the Church’s worldwide mission and Offer
Financial Help through the Propagation of the Faith
for more than 1,150 dioceses in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the Pacific Islands.

Pastor’s Perspective
“By Name I have called you.  By name I will be

with you.  By name I have appointed you to speak in
my name.”  This song by John Michael Talbot has a
strong message for us about who we are and what
we are asked to do. What does this call mean for us
and how do we answer it?

Our theme  for  this  year’s  Day of Reflection is
answering our baptismal call.  We have invited Sr.
Barbara Moore to be our presenter.  Sr. Barbara
has been a Sister of Mercy for over 40 years.  She
taught  secondary school and has many years of
pastoral experience in both jail and parish ministry.
Sr. Barbara earned her doctorate in preaching at
McCormick  Theological  Seminary  in  Chicago  in
2004.  She teaches at Rochester Colgate Divinity
School.  Preaching and retreat work have always
been her love and are central to her ministry.

This  year  we  have  set  aside  Saturday,
October  28  for  our  morning  of  reflection.
Registration is at 9:00am in the gathering space.
Our  program  will  begin  at  9:15am  and  will
conclude by 12:30pm.   

Our day together will explore the power, depth
and impact of the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  It may
be the least understood sacrament of the seven, yet
it is the most foundational.  Through presentations,
quiet reflection  time, and shared experiences we
hope to deepen our understanding of this wonderful
sacrament  and  renew  our  commitment  to  the
message  and  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our
community and world.

Anyone  who  serves in any kind of ministry,
whether it be as sacristan, music ministry, breakfast
club, or any other ministry/volunteer/steward position
that  serves  to  bring  life  to  St.  Rita  parish  is
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.  It
is a wonderful chance to gather with each other for
social, spiritual, and personal growth. We will have
light refreshments.  We ask that you sign up either in
back of church or call the parish office at 671-1100
by  Friday,  October 20 to  let  us  know you are
coming so we can plan accordingly.  

Our hope is that this experience will enrich your
own faith journey as you continue to so generously
serve St. Rita’s parish.  There aren’t words that can
express how much we appreciate all you do to make
St. Rita’s so alive and welcoming.  May God bless
you as you answer God’s call.  Hope to see you
there.

Peace, 



PLANS FOR THE WEEK             OCTOBER 15, 2006  

SUNDAY
8:30-11:00am Breakfast Club – Gym

MONDAY
4:30-5:30pm Religious Education Classes
6:30-7:30pm Religious Education Classes
7:00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Rm 1

TUESDAY 
9:00-11:00am MOMS Group – Rm 3
1:00pm Recovery – Rm 3
3:45-4:30pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal – Rm 3
4:30-5:30pm Religious Education Classes
7:00pm St. Rita Society – Gym 

WEDNESDAY
2:30-3:15pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal – Rm 3
7:30pm Caregivers Support Group – Rm 1
8:30-10:00pm Men’s Basketball – Gym 

THURSDAY
7:00-8:30pm Choir Rehearsal – Rm 3

FRIDAY
2:00-3:00pm Jesus Rosary – Church

SATURDAY
9:30am – 4:00pm CRAFT SALE

PARISH SUPPORT

     Last Week            Weekly Goal         Variance
       $16,504                 $14,330               + $2,174

     Year to Date     Year to Date Goal     Variance
       $196,598               $214,950             - $18,352
 

         (Our fiscal year is 7/1/06 - 6/30/07)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

* Monthly Mortgage Payment - $5,836
Current Parish Center Mortgage Balance - $450,025

BREAKFAST CLUB NEWS

Join us in the parish center every Sunday morning
from 8:30-11:00am.  We offer full service with  a
complete breakfast menu and a special of the day!

Next Week’s Special:  Egg Bake a la Clemens
Quick and easily served with warm buttered toast
and a Free bottomless cup of coffee for $3.50.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
SACRISTAN:   
Week of October 15 Miriam & Dan Kennelly

LINENS:    
Week of October 22 Jean  Fauth

 

We welcome the newest members of our parish
family who were baptized recently:

Samuel Edwin Soniat
Garrett James Reed

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  
BIBLE READINGS:

15   Sun 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Wis 7:7-11
Ps 90:12-17 Heb 4:12-13 Mk 10:17-30

16   Mon Gal  4:22-24,26-27,31-5:1  Ps  113:1-7  Lk
11:29-32

17   Tue St.  Ignatius  of  Antioch  Gal  5:1-6  Ps
119:41,43-45,47-48 Lk 11:37-41

18   Wed St. Luke 2 Tm 4;10-17b Ps 145:10-13,17-18
Lk 10:1-9

19 Thu Sts. John de Brebeuf, Isaac Jogues and
Companions  Eph  1:1-10  Ps  98:1-6  Lk
11:47-54

20    Fri Eph 1:11-14 Ps 33:1-2,4-5,12-13 Lk 12:1-7
21   Sat Eph 1:15-23 Ps 8:2-7 Lk 12:8-12

22   Sun 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Is 53:10-11
Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22 Heb 4:14-16 Mk 10:35-
45

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULED 
Next Weekend ~ October 21 & 22

Saturday, 5:00pm: Andrew Chmiel, Neil LaVigne
Walter Tarnawskyj, Nick Gaglio

Sunday, 7:30am: Kyle McGrath, Sean McGrath
Josh Kwiatkowski, Connor McKenna

Sunday, 9:00am: Zach Barbeau, Gianna Gallese
Brianna Gammons, Victoria Gammons

Sunday, 10:30am: Nicole Mendicino, Emily Virgil
Candice McCardle, Caprie Romano

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

Our Parish Health Ministry Committee will be
offering free Blood Pressure Screenings 
after all Masses next weekend in Room 1.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

ST. RITA SOCIETY NEWS!

All  women  of  the  parish are invited to our next
gathering in the Parish Center Gym on:

Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00pm
EXERCISE MEETING with Bev Geier

Bev will show us EASY exercises you can do in your
own home to help keep you moving and keep you fit.
Dress  for  exercise!   This  promises  to  be  a  fun
evening.  All are welcome!



OCTOBER 15, 2006

Stepping Stones to Stewardship
One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer;
another withholds what he should give, and only
suffers want. Proverbs
11:24

Stewardship  . . . . Live It!

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED
(Lector, Leader, Communion Minister)

"I'd like to do that sometime". Have you ever thought
about being a liturgical minister at one of our parish
Masses, such as a Communion Minister, Usher,
Lector or Leader?  

Training sessions are forming now.   Contact Teri
Bucks, 265-0984, or the parish office with your name
and  ministry  interest.   Did  you  know  that
approximately 70 people are scheduled to help at
just for one weekend?

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

CAREGIVERS
SUPPORT GROUP

will meet on

Wednesday, October 18
at 7:30pm in Room 1

This gathering is for anyone who is presently caring
for a loved one at home, in the hospital or nursing
home.  More people  are finding themselves taking
care of sick relatives . . . a little time out will help you!
Come for support, prayer and reassurance.  

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
RCIA

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

This process begins in the fall and it is designed for
people who have interest in the Catholic Church. If
you  were  baptized  in  another  faith  and  are
questioning if you want to become full members of
the Catholic Church, this process is for you.  If you
have  never  been  baptized  and  are  questioning
whether you want to be baptized into the Catholic
Church, this process is for you. It involves attending
Sunday scripture sessions, special parish education
programs and meeting with a mentor periodically to
discuss a specific RCIA text. The process helps you
discern what God is calling you to in your journey of
faith. Call Drew at 671-1100 x 15 if you have interest
or questions about RCIA. 

Hopefully  everyone  has  received  the  Catholic
Ministries Appeal mailing by now and has had a
chance to review the materials.  The theme for this
year’s campaign is  “A Time to Share . . . For
Generations to Come”.  

The  CMA  affords  each of us an opportunity  to
support the larger church so that it can meet real
needs  throughout  the  Diocese.   Your  support
enables the Church to be responsive and caring.
Please be generous in your response.  Every gift is
needed and important!  

If it is easier, you can make your gift on-line  at
www.dor.org - you can also pay off your pledge in six
installments.  Pledge  forms  may  be  placed in the
collection basket or mailed directly to the Diocese.  If
you recently registered at St. Rita and did not receive
the CMA information, extra copies are located in the
back of church.  

Please pray for the success of our efforts.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

MORNING OF REFLECTION
Saturday, October 28 ~ 9:00am to 12:30pm

Presenter:  Sr. Barbara Moore RSM
Anyone  who  serves  in  any  kind  of  ministry/
volunteer/steward  position  is  invited  to  attend.
Please sign up back of church or  call the parish
office at 671-1100 by Friday, October 20 to let us
know you are coming so we all know how many to
plan on.  See Fr. Chuck’s column for details.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
Stewardship Team Seeking Members

Looking for an opportunity to share your time and
talents  to  benefit  our  parish  and  community?
Consider joining the St. Rita Stewardship Committee.
 For more information, please contact Tony Barbeau
at 671-0422.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

THE PARTY’S OVER ~ St. Rita School celebrated a
wonderful  50 th birthday  this  summer.   The  time
capsule was opened and many great memories of 50
years ago were shared.  Last week the time capsule
was filled with memorabilia from our 50 th birthday
party  and  put  back  behind  the  schools  1955
cornerstone,  officially  ending  the  year-long
celebration we shared.  Now onto the next 50 years!
Thanks again to all who helped celebrate and to all
who  make and have made our school special and
blessed . . . and to Tony Casciani for his special
efforts  to  help  us  retrieve  and  now  replace  the
special time capsule.



From the desk of Mary Jo DiDia, Youth Minister
671-1100 ext. 18 ~ mdidia@dor.org

     

If you are in grades 6-12 and interested in getting
together with other youth who share the same faith
and beliefs as you - join us at Youth Group. Check
out www.saintrita.org for more information.  

Sunday, October 15           4:30-6:00pm 
Jr. High Youth Group gathering
Anyone in grades 6-8 are most welcome to attend.
Meet at the Youth Center.  Tickets for the Pasta
Dinner will be handed out for the youth to sell.

Sunday, October 15             6  :30-8:00pm   
High School Youth Group gathering
Anyone in grades 9-12 are most welcome to
attend.  Meet at the Youth Center.  Tickets for the
Pasta Dinner will be handed out for the youth to
sell.

Saturday, October 28 & Sunday, October 29
World Youth Weekend

After all the masses this weekend the Youth Group
will  be  selling  tickets  to  the  Pasta  Dinner  in
November.  Please call me to sign up for the mass
you wish to work at.

Saturday, October 28 at 5:00pm  
Mass celebrated with the Youth ~ Please call me
to sign up for a part in this celebration.  Needed: 2
Lectors, 1 Leader, 7 Eucharistic Ministers and all
youth members to attend.  There will be a special
recognition for the Hands of Christ recipients and a
special blessing for all the youth.

Sunday, October 29          1:00-2:30pm
Pasta Dinner planning meeting in the Youth Center
This meeting is for all those who will be assisting
with the Pasta Dinner – including parents.

Sunday, October 29          3:30-5:00pm
Youth Leadership Team will meet in the Youth Ctr.

Sunday, October 29          5:30-7:00pm
Monthly combined (Jr. High and High School)
Youth Group gathering in the Parish Center gym.
All money is due for the pre-sale Pasta Dinner
tickets.

SAVE THE DATE  ~  PASTA DINNER !
Hosted by St. Rita's Youth Group

Date:     Saturday, November 11, 2006
Time:     4:30 – 7:30pm
Where:  St. Rita’s Parish Center

CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETINGS

There will be parent meetings for the start of the
Sacrament of Confirmation Program on:

Wednesday, November 1
and Thursday, November 2

in Church at 7:30pm
The November 2 meeting is designed for parents
who are going through this process for the first time.
The November 3 meeting is geared to the parents
repeating this sacrament. You only need to attend
one meeting. If this is your third child going through
this process, you may bypass the meetings if you
choose and pick up the materials at the Religious
Education Office located in the school after Monday,
November 6.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
ST. RITA'S ANNUAL CRAFT SALE

Saturday, October 21
 9:30 a.m.  to  4:00 p.m.

A Webster tradition for 20 years!  More than 125
vendors will be selling a variety of unique art crafts,
jewelry, seasonal crafts and year-round, homemade
crafts. We also have great food, raffles, and a bake
sale throughout the day.  Get a jumpstart on your
holiday  shopping  while  supporting  Catholic
education! For more information please call St. Rita
School at 671-3132.  No admission charge.  Free
parking.

BAKE  SALE  during  the  Craft  Sale  –  Bakers
Needed – Bring your home baked goodies to the
School Library on Friday, October 20 between 2:00
and 6:00pm or anytime after 8:00am on Saturday.
Any questions call Amy at 671-1595.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
CYO Cheerleading

4th, 5th, and 6th grade girls are invited to cheer for St.
Rita’s CYO program.  If interested, please call Maria
Lodico at 787-0116.  Practices are Wednesdays after
school.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISERS

• 2007 Entertainment Books – ON SALE NOW!  
Great discounts on all types of restaurants and
entertainment.  Cost is $25.00.

• Niagara Chocolate Candy Bars   are $1.00 each.
Flavors are Chocolate Almond,  Peanut  Butter,
Caramel, and Milk Chocolate.

The above are available at the parish office or call
Mary Jo.  Your generosity and prayers for our youth
help support them on their faith journey and they are
most appreciative. 



WHAT IS A SACRISTAN OR LINEN LAUNDERER?

We are currently looking for more volunteer help in
these areas:

SACRISTAN: Straighten up in church and make it
presentable for the weekend.   Duties:  During your
scheduled week just once every 8 weeks (at your
convenience) - straighten the hymnals in the pews,
pick up any loose papers or tissues throughout the
church, check and wipe the lavatory surfaces, clean
the glass doors and make sure the Holy Water fonts
are filled.  You would be on a rotating schedule with
others.   If interested in learning more please call
Karen at the parish office 671-1100.

LINEN LAUNDERER:  Wash, iron and fold the small
altar linens  and hand towels.  (not the large altar
cloth).  Duties:  During your scheduled  week just
once every 4 months - Pick up the box of soiled
small  a ltar  linens  and hand  towels,  treat  stains,
wash, sprinkle, spray & iron, fold towels and return
the  box  the  following  week  marked  “clean”.   If
interested please call Marie at 671-6726.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

CONCERT!     The  Lyric  Chorale,  under  the
direction of Chrisanne Yule, will present a concert of
music  of  J.S.  Bach on  Sunday,  October  15 at
2:00pm  at St. Louis Church in  Pittsford.  The
concert  will  feature  soloists  Stephanie  Honz,
harpsichord,  Tara  Noval,  violin,  and  Deborah
Bissonette,  flute,  Bach’s  brilliant  Brandenburg
Concerto #5.  Also included are Cantata #147 with
the beloved chorale “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”,
and the 8-part motet “Singet dem Herren ein Neues
Lied”.  Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for students
and seniors in advance, available at St. Louis Church
and  Music  and  Arts  (formerly  Muzet)  in  East
Rochester  or  $12/$10 at the door.  An elegant
reception will follow. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
BULLETIN ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE

Consider  advertising  your  business  in  St.  Rita’s
weekly bulletin.  Over 1100 copies of the bulletin are
printed each week.  The price of advertising helps
the parish offset the cost of the bulletin printing and
you  will  be reaching out to many families in our
parish.  The price is $280 per year or $75 per quarter
for a single ad.  Please call Sharon or Lisa at the
parish office (671-1100 x 12) if you are interested.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

ATTENTION SNOW BIRDS ~  If you are heading
south this winter and wish to have parish mailings
and/or your envelopes put “on hold” please call the
parish office and let us when you will be away.

FOOD COLLECTION FOR 
THANKSGIVING BASKETS

As  we  have  done for many
years, this  year  we  will  be

providing  Thanksgiving  Food  baskets  to  many
families who could really use your help.   If you are
able to donate non-perishable food items , please
bring them to the Youth Center (former Rectory)  by
Saturday, November 18.    

Needed items include:
Corn Cream of Mushroom Soup 
Green Beans Sweet Potatoes/Yams
Apple Sauce White Potatoes
Cranberries Gravy or Gravy mixes        
Salad dressings Stuffing
Relishes Desserts or mixes

If you know of a parishioner or local Webster family
who  could  use  a  Thanksgiving  Basket, please
contact Rose at 671-1100 x 17, or Gene Wicks at
671-6961.  Confidentiality will be respected.

Your Social Action Ministry Committee thanks you!

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Many thanks to our Summer Gardeners who
maintained our flowerbeds and the grounds:  Patty
and  Joe  Janiak for  their  colorful planting  in the
flowerbed  at  the  railing entrance  of  the  Church
and their  extra  help  in  the  area.  Barbara  Ritzel
and Roberta  Gammons  for  their Glorioso  Daisy
flowerbed  in  front  of  the  Church  library and
for our faithful planter of the Pink Begonias around
the crab apple trees. To Kathleen and Don Guenther
for the  flower bed around the Maple Drive sign and
Mrs. O’Hara for the flower bed around the Old Ridge
Road sign.
Special thanks to Carol Van Atta for the flowerbeds
at  St.  Rita  School  and trimming  the  evergreen
hedges at the school.    Carol has also weeded and
trimmed around the utilities across from the office
and other areas on the grounds.
Our grounds  have been greatly  enhanced by the
special efforts of these gardeners.  It has been my
pleasure  to  work  with  this  devoted  group  of
gardeners  and  to plant a  Dahlia  garden  at  the
Church.  Joyce Hollander

Many thanks  to  the  following  women  who  helped
deadhead, weed and maintain the St. Rita Shrine
Garden,  located  across  from  the  Youth  Center,
throughout the  summer  months.   Thanks  to:
Rosemary Pinkney,  Pat Turek, Eileen Philippone,
Geri McMahon, Marie Eschrich and Eileen Bazin.  
We appreciate your help.  Great job.

Helen and Diana



DAILY MASS PARTICIPANTS
Call  671-1100 x 22 – anytime for the 
most up to date daily Mass schedule!

Call the parish office ask for extension 22 or if the
recording comes on press 22.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

HOSPITAL RULES HAVE CHANGED!
Please have someone let the parish office
know if you are admitted to the hospital.

The new federal privacy regulations make it much
more  difficult for the parish to be notified by the
hospital when parishioners have been admitted.  We
would like to visit them but depend on you to let us
know when a parishioner or relative is in the hospital.
Please let us know by calling the Parish Office at
671-1100.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
Clothing Sorters needed at HOPE House – located
at Holy Trinity Church.  Work for an hour or two.
Sorting  is  done  Tuesdays  10:00  to  Noon,
Wednesdays 11:00 to 5:00, Thursdays 2:30 – 5:00,
Fridays  9:00 to 11:00, and Saturdays 9:00-11:00.
Please call HOPE Ministry 265-6694 if interested.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

Do You Knit or Crochet?  Each year before
Christmas we have our annual Mitten Sunday.  We
collect  mittens,  hats  and scarves for those  less
fortunate.  If you knit and would like to get a head
start on some items it would be greatly appreciated.
Any questions please call Marie at 671-6726.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

What’s the Difference?

“Visit A Catholic School Day”
Do  you  ever  wonder  why  your
neighbors  send  their  children  to  a
Catholic School like St. Rita?  Would
you like to know why they sacrifice to
give their children a Catholic School
Education?  You are invited to visit with
our  JOYFUL  God  Drops  (students),
teachers  and  staff  on  Wednesday,
October 25 anytime between 9:00am
and  2:00pm.  This  day  has  been
designated as “Visit A Catholic School
Day”. Our newest little Pre-K students
to our soon to be alums in 6th grade will
be  happy  to  share  their  everyday
experiences  “Where  Faith  and
Knowledge Meet”.

ST. RITA’S EUCHRE TOURNAMENT
Saturday, November 4 at 6:30pm

All  adults  are  invited  to  a  Euchre  Tournament.
Singles and couples are welcome.   Come for food,
fun and prizes!  Proceeds from this social event will
benefit our  Parish &  School Community  projects.
Cost is $10.00 per person.  Registration forms are
available on the table in back of Church or in the
Parish Office.  For more information please call Dave
or Marti Mauro at 671-2383.

The St. Rita Spring 2006 Euchre Tournament was a
great success.  We would like to thank all the players
& volunteers who support this event.  We were able
to raise approximately  $1200 for St. Rita Parish.  
Special thanks to our sponsors who donated items
for our raffle. 

When you patronize these businesses, please thank
them for supporting St. Rita’s! Bay Creek Paddling,
Flaherty’s  Restaurant,  Baywinde  Senior  Living
Community,  Bruegger’s  Bagels,  Castaway’s,
Catering Works, Delta Sonic Car Wash, Hegedorn’s,
Joe Bean, Kittelberger  Florist, Kodak, Pasta Villa,
Pizzeria  Uno,  Red  Robin  Restaurant,  Rubino’s,
Salad’s Etc., Sharon Doell, Shear Magic, Steppa’s
Bistro, Subway, The Golf Tee, The Hair Zoo, The
Red Wings, Top’s Friendly Markets, Village Bakery
& Cafe.  Anyone interested in donating raffle items
for our Fall Euchre Tournament Nov 4 can contact
Jackie  Carosa  @  671-8508.  If  you’d  like  to
participate, or be added to our mailing list, call Dave
& Marti Mauro @ 671-2383.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  



From the Desk of Drew Desmarais . . . 
HISTORY OF THE SACRAMENTS – PART 2

By William J. Bausch

The Protestant Reformation challenged the magical quality that had evolved in the history of the
sacraments in the Catholic Church. Luther and Calvin emphasized the need for an experience of God’s
grace as an essential element in the reception of a sacrament. The sacrament must be grasped and
accepted in a personal act of faith. The Council of Trent (1545-63) responded to the charges of Luther by
first stating that there were 7 official sacraments. Importantly, the bishops at Trent noted that the
measure of the grace received is dependent on the faith of the recipient. This declaration answered the
Protestant charge that the sacraments had become magical in the ritual and experience of the Church
and its people.

A transforming renewal of Catholic sacramentology occurred with the Second Vatican Council in the early 1960’s.
In its “Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,” the council urged the pastors to lead the people to a full and active
participation in the rites of the Church. They were to also make the rites more intelligible to eliminate any
suggestion of magic in their performance. As the document develops, we see that Jesus as a man incarnated the
redeeming love of God in human form. His actions, then, were manifestations of God’s love for man and in
themselves possess a divine saving power and thus cause grace. Today we can encounter Jesus in the historical,
tangible reality of his body, the Church, and in the historical, visible and tangible sacraments, which are the
embodiment of his heavenly saving actions.

Upon analyzing sacramental theology before the council, William Bausch states that sacraments were no longer
viewed as celebrating actions between God and man. The mystery was stripped to the bare essentials and they
became rigid rubrics and laws. This led to the sacraments being viewed as possessions rather than gifts, to be
dispensed by the church and specialists. The celebrating community took a back seat to this development.
Bausch then discussed grace as a divine action, an encounter, not a divine product packaged and delivered on
demand in the sacraments. In his view, sacraments activate past and present saving actions of God in Jesus. He
uses Baptism as his example. When we attend a Baptism, we remember Jesus’ Baptism in the waters of the
Jordan River, his anointing by the Spirit. The remembering brings those events into the here and now actions of
the Baptism being celebrated.

The United States bishops stated: “sacraments are the principal actions through which Christ gives his Spirit to
Christians and makes them a holy people.” Bausch contends that sacraments should reveal through ritual and
bring us in touch with the power which is God. Its ritual must possess power to shake individuals in their deepest
insides and pull them into the mystery of God’s presence in the world. We as the celebrating community must be
active and make present his saving actions now in our sacramental experience.  
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SACRAMENTAL REGISTRATION
 2006-2007 

Registration  for  the  Sacraments  of  First
Reconciliation,  First Eucharist and Confirmation is
underway now. Registration forms are available in
the  back  of  church,  parish  office and Religious
Education  Office.   Sacramental  preparation  is  a
parish-based process which means it does not take
place  in  the  Catholic  School  or  the  Religious
Education Program.  Once you have registered, you
will receive a letter letting you know when the parent
meeting  will  take  place. Children who  are seven
years old are eligible  for the Sacraments of First
Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation.

ADULT FORMATION E-MAIL
NEWSLETTER

Once a month Drew puts together a newsletter with a
summary of articles from Catholic publications such
as America, Origins, St. Anthony  Messenger, and
Theology Today.  The summary of the article in the
newsletter  is  concise  and  therefore  this  is  an
advantage  for very busy people  to  keep  up  on
current developments  in the Catholic faith through
the convenience of e-mail. 

If  you  are  interested  in  receiving  this  monthly
newsletter  from  Drew,  write  him  at  his  e-mail
address:  ddesmarais@dor.org.  If  you  have  any
questions about this newsletter, call Drew at 671-
1100, ext 15.


