EUCHARIST
INTENTIONS

Among the intentions for
those who gather for the
Eucharist this week will be:

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2003
9:15AM BILL BENWITZ -  St. Rita’ Men’s Club

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 2003
7:00AM MARGUERITE MC CORMICK —

Elaine & Jim Wemple
9:15AM MORNING PRAYER

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2003
7:00AM JEAN O'SULLIVAN — Husband, Bernard
9:15AM FOR THE POOR SOULS -

Eleanor & Harold Dill

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2003
7:00AM VINNIE SCARAFIOTTI —
Eleanor Rogers & Family

9:15AM KRISTINA SHARROW - Clara Alward
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2003
9:15AM MARY C. ALLEN - Family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2003
5:00PM  WILLIAM KELLY — Ann & Carl Tiberio

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2003
7:30AM  ELAINE BRUNETT — Joe Brunett
9:00AM  MARY DI SALVO — Sam & Family

10:30AM  MARY ELLEN SAVERINO and
MARGARET CHITTENDEN —
Frank & Family
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This week the Tabernacle Light
will burn in loving memory of
Thomas McHugh
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Many Thanks . . . To everyone who baked and

donated breads for our Thanksgiving Bread Sale and
to those who purchased breads of all kinds. Our
thanks also to the parishioners who made cash
donations and to Montana Mills for donating 15
loaves of bread. $330.00 was raised for our Sister
Parish in Mabughai, Tanzania. This money will be
sent to Fr. Damian to help with the building of their
church in Africa.

Pastor’s Per spective

The opening phrase of Handel's Messiah —
taken from Isaiah is: “Comfort, give comfort to my
people, says your God. Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem”.

In a season so full of festivities and shopping
and writing cards, baking, decorating . . . so many
“things to get done”, so much pressure; our God
speaks instead of comfort and tender care for us.
Sounds very inviting doesn’t it! It is meant to be just
that.

Fr. Gerald O’Collins, S.J. in his beautiful
Advent book called All Things New shares a
wonderful insight about the intended comfort and
warmth of Advent:

Over the years one of the most moving sermons |
have heard in Rome was preached by George Carey, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, when he was spending several
days visiting Pope John Paul Il and some Vatican
officials. As hisvisit coincided with the start of Advent,
the Archbishop developed his thoughts out of a classical
distinction between two Greek words: Chronos, or the
time that we measure and live by, and Kairos, or the
favorable time or blessed opportunity. Chronos is the
time which at best we control and which at worst robs us
of all kinds of people and possibilities. “Devouring time’
eats up so much that we value, love and enjoy. But, as Dr.
Carey insisted in the Advent context, time is far from
being something that we “make” or “take’, let aone
something that devours us. Advent time is truly a
kairos, a gift held out to us by the God who comes to
heal and save us.

December is the closing time of the calendar year,
a month of changes measured by clocks when various
people say to us: “Time, gentlemen, please!” But, unlike
an English pub on a winter’s evening, Advent is not the
time to drink up and go out in the cold night. Rather the
Advent kairos invites us to stay inside and wait in the
warm light. We do not have to leave. God is coming
to us and wants to heal our wounds, save our lives, and
fill us with the never-ending joy of Jesus' presence.

One might boldly imagine God as the most
wonderful pub owner who says to all of us: “It's time,
ladies and gentlemen, please - time to appreciate
how your earthly existence is tied to my eternity.
Hurry, please, because it's time to accept my love,
my light and my warmth.”

In this Advent Season, may we learn to take
time to accept God’s love, his light and warmth.

Happy Advent,



PLANS FOR THE WEEK DECEMBER 14, 2003

SUNDAY

8:30-11:00AM Breakfast Club — Gym
10:30AM  Babysitting during 10:30 Mass - Rm 4
7:30PM BINGO at the K of C— Team 1
MONDAY

4:30-5:30PM Religious Education Classes

6:30-7:30PM Religious Education Classes
7:30PM Confirmation Sponsors Meeting - Church

TUESDAY

9:30-11:00AM M.O.M.S Group—Rms 1 & 3
1.00PM Recovery — Rm 3
4:30-5:30PM Religious Education Classes
7:00PM Sr. High Youth Group — Barn
7:15PM Scripture Study Group — Rm 3
7:30PM  St. Rita Society Christmas Party — Gym
WEDNESDAY

7:00PM Finance Council — Parish Office
7:30PM Communal Penance Service — Church
7:30PM Charismatic Mass at St. John Fisher
8:30-10:00PM Men’s Basketball — Gym
THURSDAY

7:00PM Choir Rehearsal - Rm 3
7:00PM  Contemporary Choir Rehearsal — Church
ERIDAY

2:00PM Jesus Rosary — Church
SATURDAY

9:30AM Communal Penance Service — Church
10:30AM “No Room” Advent Presentation
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PARISH SUPPORT

Last Week Weekly Goal Variance
$17,173 $13,160 +$4,013

Year to Date Year to Date Goal Variance
$322,822 $315,840 + $6,982

(Our fiscal year is 7/1/03 - 6/30/04)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

* % % % % * % * * % *x % %k * %k *x * % *x % *x *

SACRISTAN:
Week of December 14

LINENS:
Week of December 21

Nora Schemp

Evelyn Miller

We welcome the newest member of our parish
family who was baptized this weekend:

Connor Timothy Louis Reed
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BIBLE READINGS:

14 Sun Third Sunday of Advent Zep 3:14-18als

12:2-6 Phil 4:4-7 Lk 3:10-18

15 Mon Nm 24:2-7,15-17a Ps 25:4-9 Mt 21:23-27
16 Tue Zep 3:1-2,9-13 Ps 34.2-3,6-7,17-19,23 Mt

21:28-32

17 Wed Gn 49:2,8-10 Ps 72:1-4,7-8,17 Mt 1:1-17
18 Thu Jer 23:5-8 Ps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19 Mt 1:18-

25

19 Fri Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a Ps 71:3-6,16-17 Lk 1:5-

25

20 Sat Is7:10-14 Ps 24:1-6 Lk 1:26-38

21 Sun Fourth Sunday of Advent Mi 5:1-4a Ps

80:2-3,15-16,18-19 Heb 10:5-10 Lk 1:39-
45
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ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULED
NEXT WEEKEND ~ December 20 & 21

Saturday, 5:00pm:
Courtney & Michael Weatherspoon, Lily Ciszewski

Sunday, 7:30am:
John Hohl, Dan Hohl, Elizabeth Hohl

Sunday, 9:00am:
David Piekarczyk, Sam Piekarczyk, Dan Padgett

Sunday, 10:30am:
Eric Duncan, Kyle Swovick, Adam Reask
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~ BREAKFAST CLUB NEWS —~

All are invited to come to the gym after the 7:30am
or 9:00am Mass each Sunday and check out our full
menu of delicious choices.

Each week a white contribution envelope is drawn
from the collection. The person or family named on
the envelope receives free breakfast for two.

This week’s winner: Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Funk

Next Week’'s Special: Corned Beef Hash and
Poached Eggs with warm buttered toast and a
bottomless cup of coffee for a donation of $3.50.
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Stepping Stones to Stewardship

Christian stewardship is a broad, encompassing
teaching, emphasizing that everything we are
and everything we have — all our creation, our
Church, our own vocation, personal resources,
our talent and even our time — comes as gifts
freely and lovingly given to God.

An excerpt from Catholic Stewardship — Sharing God’s Gifts by
Colleen Smith. Used with permission by Our Sunday Visitor, Inc.

ST. RITA SOCIETY NEWS

Women of St. Rita’s are invited
to our annual Christmas Party

Tuesday, December 16 at 7:30pm
in the Parish Center Gym

Please bring an unwrapped health care product
(shampoo, powder, soap, toothpaste, etc.) These
gifts will be given to those in nursing homes and
shelters.

Also, bring a treat (cookies, cheese & crackers, nuts,
etc). The Mello Wives, directed by Betty Folger, The
Saengar Chor and the St. Rita School Children’s
choir will entertain us with a program of Christmas
music.

If you need a ride please call Jane at 671-3871.

* * X X * X KX X * X X *

SINGLE AND SINGLE AGAIN
SAVE THE DATE
NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY!

When: Wednesday, December 31
from 9:00pm until 1:00am

Where: Empire Bowling Lanes

2490 Empire Blvd. Webster

Cost is $23.00 per person includes bowling, food
and champagne at midnight!  For reservations
please call 671-1100 (M-F days) or 671-5449 (eves.)
Deadline to register is Saturday, December 27.
Come for food, fun and friends!

SPECIAL ADVENT PRESENTATION

Saturday, December 20 at 10:30am
(Following the 9:30am Reconciliation Service)

“NO ROOM”

The Youth of our parish will be telling the story of the
birth of Jesus through the eyes of the Inn Keeper,
Issachar who turned away Mary and Joseph when
they asked him for a place to stay. "Do not be too
busy . .. Do not say "l have no Room" ... Come as
we remember the true meaning of Christmas and
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

* * X% KX * X * * * X X *

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

COMMUNAL CELEBRATIONS
OF RECONCILIATION

December 17, Wednesday 7:30 pm

December 20, Saturday 9:30 am

INDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITIES
For the Celebration of Reconciliation

Each Saturday in Advent 3:30 — 4:30 pm
Tuesday, December 16 3:30 - 4:30 pm
Tuesday, December 16 7:30 — 8:30 pm

* * X * X X K X * X * *

ADULT FORMATION NEWS

SCRIPTURE STUDY GROUP

Scripture Study will take place this Tuesday,
December 16 at 7:15pm in Room 3. We will be
exploring and decoding the Book of Revelation.
Study books are provided by the Little Rock Series.
Everyone is welcome anytime. We meet every 1°
and 3" Tuesday of the month at 7:15pm in Room 3.
Re and Tom Scott

* * X * * X K X * X * *

SACRAMENT NEWS

CONFIRMATION SPONSORS MEETING

Monday, December 15
at 7:30pm in Church

This meeting is for Confirmation sponsors. They will
be receiving materials to guide their candidates on
their journey in faith.



ADULT FAITH E-MAIL BULLETIN

This month, | will be putting together a bulletin for
adults sent out periodically through e-mail. This
bulletin will consist of reviews of current books,
articles; will include reminders about upcoming adult
formation opportunities in the parish and in the
neighboring  Webster-Penfield  Parishes. The
purpose of the bulletin is to present up to date
information quickly and direct to you through e-mail.
In order for me to send you this information, | will
need your e-mail address. You can send your
address to me at ddesmarais@dor.org
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CIH COLLEGE STUDENTS
TO VISIT ST. RITA’S AT CHRISTMAS

Five International college students will be
participating in the CIH program at St. Rita's Parish
during the Christmas Holidays. Korean students
Hyun Jung Lee, So Young Park and Yun Sun Kim
from Concordia University, Ca. will be staying with
host families Julia Chirdon, Kathy and Natalie
DeStefano. Jamie Nieh of Taiwan attending Kansas
State will be with Joyce Hollander. Toru Kawagoe
from the University of Central Oklahoma will be with
hosts Dave, Marti and Chris Mauro. The students
plan on visiting the George Eastman House,
Rochester Science Center, Planetarium, an Amerks
Hockey game and a day trip to Niagara Falls.

In the spirit of our holiday celebration our Social
Action Ministry Committee will be sponsoring a

Parish International Dinner
with the CIH students

Tuesday, December 30
at 6:30pm in the gym
with entertainment by our youth.

This dinner is open to the parish, families and
friends. The dinner will be a "Dish to Pass"
(American or International casserole). Our students
will have the opportunity to fix their favorite recipe in
their host’s kitchens.

Reservations are requested so we can plan ahead.
Please call Ann Steinkamp at 671-3278 or Carol
VanAtta at 671-7832 for information, a ride and your
dinner reservations. Special entertainment is
planned by our youth under the direction of Kim
Yorgy, Youth Minister.

Anyone who would like to participate in the
entertainment please contact Kim at 671-1100 Ext.
18

Thank you to those who have made

donations to our Ritual Song Book. A special thank
you to the St. Rita’s Bingo Committee who donated
$300.00 in memory of their deceased members.
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ULTREYA
CHRISTMAS GET-TOGETHER

Thursday, December 18
at 7:00pm at Holy Trinity Church

Join us for Prayer, Food, Fun and Fellowship! All
are welcome (whether they made a Cursillo weekend
or not).

* * X * * X K X * X * *

Will Power ~ Through your Will or Living Trust, you
have the power to help Saint Rita Church to do
God’s work. As you prepare or update your Will or
Living Trust, please consider the good works and
programs of our faith community that you would like
to continue to help when your life on earth ends.

* k% * X * X * * * X X *

ST. RITA’S 50" ANNIVERSARY
COOKBOOKS ON SALE

Stop by the Parish Office and pick up your copy of
our St. Rita’s Cookbook filled with over 500 recipes
from fellow parishioners. The hardcover books are
being sold at a discounted rate of $5.00 each.
These make great Christmas gifts!

* k% X% KX * * * * * X X *

RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM

If you think your marriage has become
unloving and uncaring, or if your relationship has
grown cold and distant; if you are thinking of
separation or divorce, or if you are already separated
or divorced but want to try again- then the
Retrouvaille program may help you. Retrouvaille is
designed to provide help and support for married
couples who are undergoing difficulties in their
relationship. It is a three-month program, which
includes a weekend experience and six Sunday
afternoon sessions.  Retrouvaille is a Catholic
program but couples of all faiths are welcome. The
Rochester diocese will soon be hosting another
weekend. For registration or for further information,
please call 586-1150 or 1-800-470-2230. All
inquiries are confidential.



Commitment Weekend
Was a Great Success!

Minimum Goal:

$810,000
Raised to Date: $831,308 Th an k YO u l
Percent of Goal: 102.6%
Number of Gifts: 554

Thank you to all families at St. Rita Church who have participated in
Partners in Faith through our Commitment Weekend. We have
heard from only 25% of our 2200 registered families. There are still
many families that we have not heard from! As there is no
Thanksgiving Appeal this year, we are hoping that every family will
participate in our Partners Effort. It will mean a great deal for the
many ministries at St. Rita Parish. If you have not done so already,
please complete a pledge card, which is available in Church. Please
return it to the Parish Office or place it in the collection.

Please pray for our continued success!
Gift Planning Chart

Please use this chart as a guide to determine your pledge.

PTgézle Annually Monthly Daily My Sacrifice Equals

$7,500 $1,500 $125 $4.11 Family trip to a sporting event/concert
(5-year) MONTHLY

$5,000 $1,000 $83 $2.74 Dinner and a movie MONTHLY
(5-year)

$3,000 $1,000 $83 $2.74 .

(3-year) Coffee and muffin DAILY

$1,800 $600 $50 $1.65

(3-year) Cable TV MONTHLY

(%{/22?) $333.33 $27.78 $0.91 Basic cell phone service MONTHLY




